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ON THE NIBELUNGEN LIED.
xlix


for the Nibelungen Hoard to Worms; where no sooner is it
arrived, than Hagen and the rest forcibly take it from her; and
her last trust in affection or truth from mortal is rudely cut away.
Bent to the earth, she weeps only for her lost Siegfried, knows no
comfort, but will weep forever.

One lurid gleam of hope, after long years of darkness, breaks
in on her, in the prospect of revenge. King Etzel sends from
his far country to solicit her hand; the embassy she hears at first,
as a woman of ice might do; the good Rudiger, Etzel’s spokesman, 
pleads in vain that his king is the richest of all earthly
kings; that he is so lonely “since Frau Helke died;” that
though a heathen, he has Christians about him, and may one
day be converted: till at length, when he hints distantly at the
power of Etzel to avenge her injuries, she on a sudden becomes
all attention. Hagen, foreseeing such possibilities, protests against
the match; but is overruled: Chriemhild departs with Rudiger
for the land of the Huns; taking cold leave of her relations;
only two of whom, her brothers Gernot and Giselher, innocent 
of that murder, does she admit near her as convoy to the
Donau.

The Nibelungen Hoard has hitherto been fatal to all its
possessors; to the two sons of Nibelung; to Siegfried its 
conqueror: neither does the Burgundian Royal House fare better
with it. Already, discords threatening to arise, Hagen sees
prudent to sink it in the Rhine; first taking oath of Gunther
and his brothers, that none of them shall reveal the hiding-place,
while any of the rest is alive. But the curse that clave to it could
not be sunk there. The Nibelungen-land is now theirs: they
themselves are henceforth called Nibelungen; and this history
of their fate is the Nibelungen Song, or “Nibelungen Noth”
(Nibelungen’s Need, extreme Need, or final wreck and abolition).

The Fifth Act of our strange eventful history now draws on.
Chriemhild has a kind husband, of hospitable disposition, who
troubles himself little about her secret feelings and intents. With
his permission, she sends two minstrels inviting the Burgundian
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