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ON THE NIBELUNGEN LIED.
lxix


the four or five Letters composing his name could be printed,
and pronounced, with absolute certainty? All that was mortal in
him is gone utterly; of his life, and its environment, as of the
bodily tabernacle he dwelt in, the very ashes remain not: like a
fair heavenly Apparition, which indeed he was, he has melted
into air, and only the Voice he uttered, in virtue of its inspired
gift, yet lives and will live.

To the Germans this “Nibelungen Song” is naturally an object
of no common love; neither if they sometimes overvalue it, and
vague antiquarian wonder is more common than just criticism,
should the fault be too heavily visited. After long ages of 
concealment, they have found it in the remote wilderness, still 
standing like the trunk of some almost antediluvian oak; may with
boughs on it still green, after all the wind and weather of twelve
hundred years. To many a patriotic feeling, which lingers fondly
in solitary places of the Past, it may well be a rallying-point, and
“Lovers’ Trysting-tree.”

For us also it has its worth. A creation from the old ages,
still bright and balmy, if we visit it; and opening into the first
History of Europe, of Mankind. Thus all is not oblivion; but
on the edge of the abyss that separates the Old world from the
New, there hangs a fair Rainbow-land; which also, in curious
repetitions of itself (twice over, say the critics), as it were in a
secondary and even a ternary reflex, sheds some feeble twilight
fat into the deeps of the primeval Time.
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