



	
	

	
	

	Page:The life of Charlotte Brontë (IA lifeofcharlotteb01gaskrich).pdf/263

	
		From Wikisource

		


		

		
		

		Jump to navigation
		Jump to search
		This page has been proofread, but needs to be validated.

PREPARATIONS FOR TRAVEL.
243


Brussels to Lille on many accounts, chiefly that I shall
not see Martha. Mary has been indefatigably kind
in providing me with information. She has grudged
no labour, and scarcely any expense, to that end.
Mary's price is above rubies. I have, in fact, two
friends—you and her—staunch and true, in whose faith
and sincerity I have as strong a belief as I have in the
Bible. I have bothered you both—you especially;
but you always get the tongs and heap coals of fire
upon my head. I have had letters to write lately to
Brussels, to Lille, and to London. I have lots of
chemises, night-gowns, pocket-handkerchiefs, and
pockets to make; besides clothes to repair. I have
been, every week since I came home, expecting to see
Branwell, and he has never been able to get over yet.
We fully expect him, however, next Saturday. Under
these circumstances how can I go visiting? You
tantalize me to death with talking of conversations by
the fireside. Depend upon it, we are not to have any
such for many a long month to come. I get an
interesting impression of old age upon my face; and
when you see me next I shall certainly wear caps and
spectacles."
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