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assume for some months later—all this description of
the school life of the two Brontës refers to the commencement of the new scholastic year in October 1842; and the extracts I have given convey the first impression
which the life at a foreign school, and the position of the two Miss Brontës therein, made upon an intelligent English girl of sixteen.

The first break in this life of regular duties and
employments came heavily and sadly. Martha—pretty,
winning, mischievous, tricksome Martha—was taken ill
suddenly at the Château de Kokleberg. Her sister
tended her with devoted love; but it was all in vain; in
a few days she died. Charlotte's own short account of
this event is as follows:—

"Martha T.'s illness was unknown to me till the
day before she died. I hastened to Kokleberg the next
morning—unconscious that she was in great danger—and was told that it was finished. She had died in the night. Mary was taken away to Bruxelles. I have
seen Mary frequently since. She is in no ways crushed by the event; but while Martha was ill, she was to her more than a mother—more than a sister: watching,
nursing, cherishing her so tenderly, so unweariedly. She appears calm and serious now; no bursts of violent emotion; no exaggeration of distress. I have seen Martha's grave—the place where her ashes lie in a foreign country."
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