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Life of Charlotte Brontë.



yourself, because it proves that there really is such a
thing as retributive justice even in this world. You
worked hard; you denied yourself all pleasure, almost
all relaxation, in your youth, and in the prime of life;
now you are free, and that while you have still, I
hope, many years of vigour and health in which you
can enjoy freedom. Besides, I have another and very
egotistical motive for being pleased: it seems that even
'a lone woman' can be happy, as well as cherished
wives and proud mothers. I am glad of that. I
speculate much on the existence of unmarried and
never-to-be-married women now-a-days; and I have
already got to the point of considering that there is
no more respectable character on this earth than an
unmarried woman, who makes her own way through
life quietly, perseveringly, without support of husband
or brother; and who, having attained the age of
forty-five or upwards, retains in her possession a
well-regulated mind, a disposition to enjoy simple
pleasures, and fortitude to support inevitable pains,
sympathy with the sufferings of others, and willingness to relieve want as far as her means extend."


 

During the time that the negotiation with Messrs.
Aylott and Co. was going on, Charlotte went to visit
her old school-friend, with whom she was in such
habits of confidential intimacy; but, neither then
nor afterwards, did she ever speak to her of the
publication of the poems; nevertheless, this young
lady suspected that the sisters wrote for magazines; and
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