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THE PRINCESS;



Barbarians, grosser than your native bears—
O would I had his sceptre for one hour!
You that have dared to break our bound, and gull'd 
Our tutors, wrong'd and lied and thwarted us—
I wed with thee! I bound by precontract
Your bride, your bondslave! not tho' all the gold 
That veins the world were pack'd to make your crown, 
And every spoken tongue should lord you. Sir, 
Your falsehood and your face are loathsome to us: 
I trample on your offers and on you:
Begone; we will not look upon you more.
Here, push them out at gates.'


In wrath she spake.
Then those eight mighty daughters of the plough 
Bent their broad faces toward us and address'd 
Their motion: twice I sought to plead my cause, 
But on my shoulder hung their heavy hands, 
The weight of destiny: so from her face 
They push'd us, down the steps, and thro' the court, 
And with grim laughter thrust us out at gates.
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