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THE PRINCESS;



Straight to the doors: to them the doors gave way 
Groaning, and in the Vestal entry shriek'd
The virgin marble under iron heels:
And they moved on and gain'd the hall, and there 
Rested: but great the crush was, and each base, 
To left and right, of those tall columns drown'd 
In silken fluctuation and the swarm
Of female whisperers: at the further end
Was Ida by the throne, the two great cats
Close by her, like supporters on a shield 
Bow-back'd with fear: but in the centre stood 
The common men with rolling eyes; amazed 
They glared upon the women, and aghast
The women stared at these, all silent, save
When armour clash'd or jingled while the day, 
Descending, struck athwart the hall and shot
A flying splendour out of brass and steel,
That o'er the statues leapt from head to head, 
Now fired an angry Pallas on the helm,
Now set a wrathful Dian's moon on flame,
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