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THE PRINCESS;



 I answer'd nothing, doubtful in myself 
If that strange maiden could at all be won. 
And she broke out interpreting my thoughts:


 'No doubt we seem a kind of monster to you: 
We are used to that; for women, up till this 
Cramp'd under worse than South-sea-isle taboo, 
Dwarfs of the gynecæum, fail so far 
In high desire, they know not, cannot guess 
How much their welfare is a passion to us.
If we could give them surer, quicker proof— 
Oh if our end were less achievable
By slow approaches, than by single act
Of immolation, any phase of death,
We were as prompt to spring against the pikes, 
Or down the fiery gulf as talk of it,
To compass our dear sister's liberties.'


 She bow'd as if to veil a noble tear; 
And up we came to where the river sloped
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