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Into his father's hands, who has this night, 
You lying close upon his territory, 
Slipt round and in the dark invested you,
And here he keeps me hostage for his son.'


 The second was my father's running thus: 
'You have our son: touch not a hair of his head: 
Deliver him up unscathed: give him your hand: 
Cleave to your contract: tho' indeed we hear 
You hold the woman is the better man; 
A rampant heresy, such as if it spread 
Would make all women kick against their Lords 
Thro' all the world, and which might well deserve 
That we this night should pluck your palace down; 
And we will do it, unless you send us back
Our son, on the instant, whole.'


So far I read;
And then stood up and spoke impetuously.


'O not to pry and peer on your reserve
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