



	
	

	
	

	Page:Tirant lo Blanch; a study of its authorship, principal sources and historical setting (IA cu31924026512263).pdf/15

	
		From Wikisource

		


		

		
		

		Jump to navigation
		Jump to search
		This page needs to be proofread.

PREFACE

On my return to Columbia University in the fall of
1914 for the purpose of continuing my studies, I consulted
Professor H. A. Todd in regard to available subjects for
a doctoral dissertation. In the course of our conversation
he called my attention to a large volume which had
been presented to him by Mr. Archer M. Huntington.
It was a facsimile copy of the first edition of the Catalan
romance of chivalry, Tirant lo Blanch. Realizing that
here was an opportunity to become intimately acquainted
with a work that was made well known, in name at least,
by Cervantes in his celebrated Don Quijote, I eagerly
accepted the suggestion of Professor Todd to examine
the book with a view of ascertaining what possibilities
Tirant lo Blanch might offer in the field of literary
investigation. I immediately began to consult the
local libraries, and discovered that no elaborate and
extensive study of this work had been made. After
I had read the romance my mind was made up that the
subject of my dissertation would be based on this Catalan
work. I saw in it an abundance of material which provided
excellent opportunities for research work. I
experienced no little difficulty in selecting the special
problems and investigations which were to claim my
close and serious attention. Fortunately I again looked
over the cards in the Catalogue of the Library of the
Hispanic Society, and to my surprise I found a new card
which indicated that a critical study of this Catalan
work had been published in 1912, the Estudio crítico de
Tirant lo Blanch by Givanel Mas. After a careful study
of this comprehensive and scholarly production and all
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