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	ment on each side of it, one for him and the other for


her. After its completion, and just about the time that
they were going to live there, the Earl of Northumberland
came to them as an ambassador of the king. His
mission was to request the noble couple to come to London.
The king was going to marry the daughter of the
King of France, and was anxious that the Countess should
instruct the queen in the practices and customs of England.
The hermit replied that he must keep the vow
that he had made to serve God, but he should be very
happy if the Countess would be willing to go. And
the Countess, moved by the wish of her husband and
by a sense of duty to her sovereign lord, expressed her
willingness to comply with the king's request. And thus,
William of Warwick and his wife were again separated;
she went to London, and he entered the new hermitage,
which stood in a dense grove, in which there was a
clear spring, whose waters flowed with a gentle murmur
through the flowers and green grasses of a beautiful
meadow. And every day after the hermit had finished
his hours he would come out under a beautiful pine tree
that stood in the center of this meadow, to watch the
animals that came to drink from this crystal spring.
(Chap. 27)

The King of England, in order to keep his people well
trained in the use of arms, and to celebrate his approaching
marriage in a befitting manner, announced that a
General Court would be held in London at which many
exercises of arms should take place. The announcement
of the great festivities which the king was preparing
was spread throughout all the Christian lands.
Now it happened that a young nobleman from Brittany
started on his way to attend the great event, and with
him several other youths. And as they were riding along,
he dropped somewhat behind the others, and, being weary
from the long journey, fell asleep. His steed, instead
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