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Finally, Ricart consented to embark before Tirant, if
the latter should put his foot on the ladder first. And
in this way Tirant fulfilled his vow, for which he was
highly honored. Ricart, however, was angry and sullen,
and challenged our hero to mortal combat. The latter,
incensed at this act of insolence, slapped the challenger,
and only the presence of the king was able to prevent
bloodshed. (Chaps. 112-114)

The fleet then went along the Turkish coast, plundering
and devastating. It sailed in the direction of Cyprus,
landed at Famagosta a short time afterwards, and with
replenished supply of provisions, sailed for Tunis. In
the attack on that city Tirant and his men tried to capture
a tower, in front of which there was a deep ditch.
Our hero had the misfortune to fall into it. He would
undoubtedly have been slain, had not Ricart come to his
rescue. The latter, however, warned him to be on the
alert, for it was his purpose to kill him. If he saved him,
it was because he did not wish to see the infidels slay
him. Tirant was deeply moved by this unexpected conduct
of his rival, and he threw himself at his feet
and asked his pardon for having offended him. Ricart,
touched by the humility of Tirant, forgave him, and
they became inseparable friends until they were parted
by death. (Chap. 114)

After the capture of Tunis, the fleet sailed for Sicily,
where the ships were provided with a new supply of provisions;
thence along the coast of Barbary and through
the Strait of Gibraltar; then, turning, it made its way
to Marseilles, where the King of France dismissed all the
ships except his own and those of Philip. The latter
went to see his mother, and Tirant made a visit to his
parents in Brittany. When the time came for Philip to
return to Sicily, he asked the king to persuade Tirant
to go with him. And thus it was that Tirant returned
to Sicily. (Chap. 114)
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