



	
	

	
	

	Page:Translations from Camoens; and Other Poets.pdf/92

	
		From Wikisource

		


		

		
		

		Jump to navigation
		Jump to search
		This page has been proofread, but needs to be validated.

90












XII.





Hark! 'twas the death-bell's note! which, full and deep,

Unmixed with aught of less majestic tone,

While all the murmurs of existence sleep,

Swells on the stillness of the air alone!

Silent the throngs that fill the darkened street,

Silent the slumbering Thames, the lonely mart;

And all is still, where countless thousands meet,

Save the full throbbing of the awe-struck heart!

All deeply, strangely, fearfully serene,

As in each ravaged home th' avenging one had been.







XIII.





The sun goes down in beauty—his farewell,

Unlike the world he leaves, is calmly bright;

And his last mellowed rays around us dwell,

Lingering, as if on scenes of young delight.

They smile and fade—but, when the day is o'er,

What slow procession moves, with measured tread?—

Lo! those who weep, with her who weeps no more,

A solemn train—the mourners and the dead!

While, throned on high, the moon's untroubled ray

Looks down, as earthly hopes are passing thus away.
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