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Part IV

(3) Where a failure to comply is certiﬁed under subsection (1), the court may inquire into the matter and, after hearing any witness who may be produced against or on behalf of the public authority, and after hearing any statement that may be offered in defence, deal with the authority as if it had committed a contempt of court.

(4) In this section “the court” means the High Court or, in Scotland, the Court of Session.



Powers of entry and inspection.
55. Schedule 3 (powers of entry and inspection) has effect.







No action against public authority.
56.—(1) This Act does not confer any right of action in civil proceedings in respect of any failure to comply with any duty imposed by or under this Act.

(2) Subsection (1) does not affect the powers of the Commissioner under section 54.



Part V
Appeals







Appeal against notices served under Part IV.
57.—(1) Where a decision notice has been served, the complainant or the public authority may appeal to the Tribunal against the notice.

(2) A public authority on which an information notice or an enforcement notice has been served by the Commissioner may appeal to the Tribunal against the notice.

(3) In relation to a decision notice or enforcement notice which relates—


	(a) to information to which section 66 applies, and
	(b) to a matter which by virtue of subsection (3) or (4) of that section falls to be determined by the responsible authority instead of the appropriate records authority,


subsections (1) and (2) shall have effect as if the reference to the public authority were a reference to the public authority or the responsible authority.




Determination of appeals.
58.—(1) If on an appeal under section 57 the Tribunal considers—


	(a) that the notice against which the appeal is brought is not in accordance with the law, or
	(b) to the extent that the notice involved an exercise of discretion by the Commissioner, that he ought to have exercised his discretion differently,


the Tribunal shall allow the appeal or substitute such other notice as could have been served by the Commissioner; and in any other case the Tribunal shall dismiss the appeal.

(2) On such an appeal, the Tribunal may review any finding of fact on which the notice in question was based.




Appeals from decision of Tribunal.


59. Any party to an appeal to the Tribunal under section 57 may appeal from the decision of the Tribunal on a point of law to the appropriate court; and that court shall be—
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