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they were repulsed and the Union lost over 4,000
men killed, wounded and captured.

All the officers of the colored troops in the
Civil War were not white. From the first there
were many colored non-commissioned officers, and
the Louisiana regiments raised under Butler had
66 colored officers, including one Major and 27
Captains, besides the full quota of non-commissioned colored officers.

In the Massachusetts colored troops there were 10 commissioned Negro
officers and 3 among the Kansas troop. Among
these officers was a Lieutenant-Colonel Reed of
North Carolina, who was killed in battle. In
Kansas there was Captain H. F. Douglas, and in
other United States’ volunteer regiments were
Major M. H. Delaney and Captain O. S. B.
Wall; Dr. A. T. Augusta, surgeon, was brevetted
Lieutenant-Colonel. The losses of Negro troops
in the Civil War, killed, wounded and missing has
been placed at 68,178.

Such was the service of the Negro in the Civil War. Men say that the nation gave them freedom, but the verdict of history is written on the Shaw monument at the head of Boston Common:



The White Officers 




Taking Life and Honor in their Hands—Cast their lot with Men of a Despised Race Unproved in War—
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