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cultivated by blacks. Some Negroes are managing
as high as 300 or 400 acres. . . .”[1]

The experiment at Davis Bend, Mississippi, was
of especial interest: “Late in the season—in
November and December, 1864,—the Freedmen’s
Department was restored to full control over the
camps and plantations on President’s Island and
Palmyra or Davis Bend. Both these points had
been originally occupied at the suggestion of General Grant and were among the most successful of
our enterprises for the Negroes. With the expansion of the lessee system, private interests were
allowed to displace the interest of the Negroes
whom we had established there under the protection of the government, but orders issued by
General N. J. T. Dana, upon whose sympathetic
and intelligent co-operation my officers could always rely, restored to us the full control of these
lands. The efforts of the freedmen on Davis Bend
were particularly encouraging, and this property
under Colonel Thomas’ able direction, became in
reality the “Negro Paradise” that General Grant
had urged us to make of it.”[2]

The United States Treasury went further in overseeing Freedmen and abandoned lands and appointed special agents over “Freedmen’s home



	↑ John Eaton, Grant, Lincoln and the Freedmen, New York, 1907, p. 134.

	↑ Eaton, 165.
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