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the helpless victims being finally robbed not only
of their money but of much of their faith in white
folk.

Let us laugh hilariously if we must over the
golden spittoons of South Carolina but let us also
remember that at most the freedmen filched bits
from those who had all and not all from those
who had nothing; and that the black man had at
least the saving grace to hide his petty theft by
enshrining the nasty American habit of spitting in
the sheen of sunshine.

With all these difficulties and failings, what did
the Freedmen in politics during the critical years
of their first investment with the suffrage accomplish? We may recognize three things which
Negro rule gave to the South:

1. Democratic government.

2. Free public schools.

3. New social legislation.

Two states will illustrate conditions of government in the South before and after Negro rule. In South Carolina there was before the war a property qualification for office holders, and in part, for voters. The Constitution of 1868, on the other hand, was a modern democratic document starting (in marked contrast to the old constitution) with a declaration that "We, the
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