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The Gift of Black Folk





giving tribute to this wonderful gift of the black
man to America.

Damrosch says: “The Negro’s music isn’t ours,
it is the Negro’s. It has become a popular form
of musical expression and is interesting, but it is
not ours. Nothing more characteristic of a race
exists, but it is characteristic of the Negro, not
the American race. Through it a primitive people
poured out its emotions with wonderful expressiveness. It no more expresses our emotions than
the Indian music does.”

Recently, numbers of serious studies of the
Negro folk-song have been made. James Weldon
Johnson says: “In the ‘spirituals,’ or slave songs,
the Negro has given America not only its only
folk-songs, but a mass of noble music. I never
think of this music but that I am struck by the
wonder, the miracle of its production. How did
the men who originated these songs manage to do
it? The sentiments are easily accounted for; they
ar®, for the most part, taken from the Bible. But
the melodies, where did they come from? Some
of them so weirdly sweet, and others so wonderfully strong.

Take, for instance, ‘Go Down, Moses’; I doubt that there is a stronger theme in the whole musical literature of the world. “It is to be noted that whereas the chief characteristic of Ragtime is rhythm, the chief character-
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