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THE PEASANT'S CONFESSION





I hid him deep in nodding rye and oat—

His shroud green stalks and loam;

His requiem the corn-blade's husky note—

And then I hastened home. . . .



—Two armies writhe in coils of red and blue,

And brass and iron clang

From Goumont, past the front of Waterloo,

To Pap'lotte and Smohain.



The Guard Imperial wavered on the height;

The Emperor's face grew glum;

"I sent," he said, "to Grouchy yesternight,

And yet he does not come!"



'Twas then, Good Father, that the French espied,

Streaking the summer land,

The men of Blücher. But the Emperor cried,

"Grouchy is now at hand!"
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