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attitude of God towards the human race. Who will deny it? Then when we read that "God is angry with the wicked every day?" what are we to think? Does it not obviously mean that from the viewpoint of the wicked the Lord is angry with him, just as the evildoer thinks of the police and law courts as hostile to him,—or, let us say, as angry with him? For a people who were idolaters and immersed in evil living, as were the people to whom the Old Testament came, who persisted in their evil living, as is witnessed by the denunciations of the Prophets against them, it is evident that God did seem to be angry with them; and with those who were trying to live decent lives when they saw what happened to the wicked it did appear that the Lord was angry with the wicked. They did not realize that evil punishes itself, and that God's attitude is forever that of the father of the Prodigal Son.

In both Old and New Testament good-intentional people, as well as the wicked, assumed that God was like themselves in anger, hatred and revenge, and God allowed them so to think of Him because of the need to try to maintain among them a semblance of order. They could not easily comprehend that the Lord's statement through Jeremiah was always true, namely, "I have loved thee with an everlasting love, therefore with loving kindness have I drawn thee." This means that the Lord was always loving, always patient, always striving to save mankind from destruction. In the last book of the Old Testament, Malachi, the Lord says very definitely, and conclusively, "I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed." Is it not evident that God is not like a man to give way to anger, hatred and revenge. Thus when we read that "God is angry with the wicked every day," we realize at once that this is only an appearance and not the real fact.

But writers in both the Old and New Testament yielded to the appearance and believed God to be an avenger, ready, and eager to punish evildoers, and even constructed hell to be an appropriate place to punish them eternally. They were quite ready to accept the attitude of the heathen world and believe that God needed to be propitiated and appeased, ready to believe that sin must somehow be expiated, that since "the wages of sin is death," death must










[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:What_Is_The_True_Christian_Religion%3F.pdf/29&oldid=7361279"


		Category: 	Proofread




	





	Navigation menu

	
		

	
		Personal tools
	

	
		
			Not logged in
	Talk
	Contributions
	Create account
	Log in


		
	



		
			

	
		Namespaces
	

	
		
			Previous page
	Next page
	Page
	Discussion
	Image
	Index


		
	



			

	
	
		English
	
	
		
		

		
	



		

		
			

	
		Views
	

	
		
			Read
	Edit
	View history


		
	



			

	
	
		More
	
	
		
		

		
	



			

	Search

	
		
			
			
			
			
		

	




		

	

	

	
		
	

	

	
		Navigation
	

	
		
			Main Page
	Community portal
	Central discussion
	Recent changes
	Subject index
	Authors
	Random work
	Random author
	Random transcription
	Help
	Donate


		
	



	

	
		
	

	
		
		

		
	




	
		Tools
	

	
		
			What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page
	Get shortened URL
	Download QR code


		
	




	
		Print/export
	

	
		
			Printable version
	Download EPUB
	Download MOBI
	Download PDF
	Other formats


		
	



	

	
		In other languages
	

	
		
		

		

	










		 This page was last edited on 7 April 2018, at 04:12.
	Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply.  By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.




		Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Mobile view



		[image: Wikimedia Foundation]
	[image: Powered by MediaWiki]






