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inevitable conspirers against immoderate and arrogant
sobriety. They are sure to come. "Nay, I'll come,"
says Fabian, "if I lose a scruple of this sport, let me be
boiled to death with melancholy." Yes, the niggard
fellow shall "come by some notable shame." Says Sir
Toby, "To anger him, we'll have the bear again;" which
England did to her heart's content; but the discredit
must be shared by the epoch which strove to strut in the
sad conceit that gladness was the sin against the Holy
Ghost.



TROILUS AND CRESSIDA (AJAX).

It is evident that large portions of this play are not
by Shakspeare's hand. It was first attributed to him
and published in 1608. But there is an entry in Henslowe's
Diary, April 7, 1599, of a sum money lent to
"Mr. Dickers and Harey Cheatell, in earneste of their
boocke called Troyeles and Creassedaye." This play of
Dekker and Chettle was probably the original which
Shakspeare adopted in order to improve. Mr. Fleay,
however, attributes to Shakspeare a first form of this
play as early as 1597. The improvements are as palpable
as the original defects. The play did not receive
the benefit of a thorough recasting, and was published
under Shakspeare's name with large portions of the
crude, absurd, and indecent original matter unchanged.

When Troilus says,—



                "Helen must needs be fair,

When with your blood you daily paint her thus;"
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