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	tated madness rests occurs in the great scene with his


mother, Act III. 4, during which she becomes convinced
that Hamlet is out of his senses by seeing him kill the
good Polonius, and hearing him rave as if he saw a
spectre. She was the earliest of the critics and experts
who are profoundly convinced of his madness. At the
close of the scene, it occurs to him to avail himself of
her misapprehension to procure continued immunity
from any suspicion of design against the King. How
shall he do this,—how contrive to clinch her conviction
of his madness, and send her reeking with it to inform
the King? His subtle intelligence does at this point
invent the only simulation of madness that the play
contains. He is just about to bid the Queen good-night:
"So, again, good-night." Then the device occurs
to him: "One word more, good lady;" and the Queen,
turning, says, "What shall I do?"



"Not this, by no means, that I bid you do:

Let the bloat King tempt you again to bed;

Pinch wanton on your cheek; call you his mouse;

And let him, for a pair of reechy kisses,

Or paddling in your neck with his damned fingers,

Make you to ravel all this matter out,

That I essentially am not in madness,

But mad in craft. 'Twere good you let him know."




This is the very craftiness of a madman, to try to convince
people that, if he ever seems to be insane, it is for
a sane motive. Hamlet reckons that the Queen is so
deeply imbued with the idea of his insanity as to interpret
this disclaimer of his into the strongest confirmation.
Hamlet, moreover, not only seems to be
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