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would weary of the incessant balancing, of the exigency
of moderation. The mind yields from this in unconscious
self-defence, and passes into a mood that conciliates
itself. The gravity is precipitated by the infusion
of a smile. And although this lighter ingredient appears
upon the surface, it is the record and announcement of
the serious affair below.

In Burns's "Address to the Deil[ **typo for Devil ]," he is of opinion that
that personage cannot take much pleasure in tormenting
poor devils like him. Besides, if any thing is the matter
with him, it is all the fault of the devil's own trick which
so nearly ruined every thing. Still, he confesses to a
fellow-feeling for the devil. Why can't he mend a bit?
Burns hates to think of hell for the devil's sake, as
Dr. Channing once said he hoped there was no devil for
the devil's own sake.

But, as Shakspeare says, "the devil knew not what
he did when he made man politic; he crossed himself
by it; and I cannot think, but, in the end, the villanies
of man will set him clear."

The humor here is pervaded with the earnest perception
that Nature contains organically the good and the
evil. Both are placed in permanent juxtaposition, to
result in the interaction which makes life and history
possible.

We notice the same touch of humor in Goethe's Prologue
to "Faust." The Lord gives full permission to
Mephistopheles to try his hand at Faust:—
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