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108 THE PEOPLE

ance. As to the deftness and taste of the weavers
the shawls themselves are the best testimony. .

The population of the whole Kashmir State is
2,905,578, and of the Kashmir Province 1,157,394,
Of these 98 per cent of the Kashmir Province and
74 per cent of the whole State are Mohamedan, and
the remainder chiefly Hindu. But the rulers are
Hindus, and consequently the Mohamedans are as
much in the shade as Hindus are in States ruled
by Mohamedans, The ruling family is also alien,
coming not from the valley itself, but from Jammu,
on the far side of the mountain to the south,

The inhabitants were not, however, always
Mohamedans. Originally they were Hindus. It
was only in the fourteenth century that they
were converted—mostly by force—to become
Mohamedans, The present indigenous Hindus
of the valley are generally known as Pundits, and
Kashmir Pundits are well known over India for
their acuteness and subtlety of mind, their in-
telligence and quick-wittedness. They prefer
priestly, literary, and clerical occupation, but in
the severe competition of life many have been
compelled to make more use of their hands
than their brains, and have had to take up agri-
culture, and become cooks, bakers, confectioners,










[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Younghusband_-_Kashmir.pdf/154&oldid=11178567"


		Category: 	Not proofread




	





	Navigation menu

	
		

	
		Personal tools
	

	
		
			Not logged in
	Talk
	Contributions
	Create account
	Log in


		
	



		
			

	
		Namespaces
	

	
		
			Previous page
	Next page
	Page
	Discussion
	Image
	Index


		
	



			

	
	
		English
	
	
		
		

		
	



		

		
			

	
		Views
	

	
		
			Read
	Edit
	View history


		
	



			

	
	
		More
	
	
		
		

		
	



			

	Search

	
		
			
			
			
			
		

	




		

	

	

	
		
	

	

	
		Navigation
	

	
		
			Main Page
	Community portal
	Central discussion
	Recent changes
	Subject index
	Authors
	Random work
	Random author
	Random transcription
	Help
	Donate


		
	



	

	
		
	

	
		
		

		
	




	
		Tools
	

	
		
			What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page
	Get shortened URL
	Download QR code


		
	




	
		Print/export
	

	
		
			Printable version
	Download EPUB
	Download MOBI
	Download PDF
	Other formats


		
	



	

	
		In other languages
	

	
		
		

		

	










		 This page was last edited on 11 April 2021, at 07:01.
	Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply.  By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.




		Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Mobile view



		[image: Wikimedia Foundation]
	[image: Powered by MediaWiki]






