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After a time a storm overtook them and interrupted their conversation. They were going up
over a low pass to a guest-house at the head of the
lake, and it was near the crest of the pass that the
storm burst. The lightning was tremendous and
a pine-tree was struck not a hundred yards away.
They cheered the sight. They were all exhilarated
by the elemental clatter and uproar; the rain was
like a whip on their bare, strong bodies and the
wind came in gusts that held them staggering and
laughing, breathlessly unable to move forward.
They had doubts and difficulties with the path;
for a time they lost touch with the blazes upon the
trees and rocks. Followed a steady torrent of rain,
through which they splashed and stumbled down
the foaming rocky pathway to their resting-place.
They arrived wet as from a swim and glowing; but
Sarnac, who had come behind the others with Sunray, was tired and cold. The master of this guest-house drew his shutters and made a great fire for
them with pine-knots and pine-cones while he prepared a hot meal.

After a while they began to talk of the excavated
town again and of the shrivelled bodies lying away
there under the electric light of the still glass-walled
museum, indifferent for evermore to the sunshine
and thunderstorms of life without.

“Did they ever laugh as we do?” asked Willow.
“For sheer happiness of living?”

Sarnac said very little. He sat close up to the
fire, pitching pine-cones into it and watching them
flare and crackle. Presently he got up, confessed
himself tired, and went away to his bed.
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