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It rained hard all through the night end until
nearly midday, and then the weather cleared. In
the afternoon the little party pushed on up the valley towards the mountains they designed to climb,
but they went at a leisurely pace, giving a day and
a half to what was properly only one day’s easy
walking. The rain had refreshed everything in the
upper valley and called out a great multitude of
flowers.

The next day was golden and serene.

In the early afternoon they came to a plateau
and meadows of asphodel, and there they sat down
to eat the provisions they had brought with them.
They were only two hours’ climb from the mountain-house in which they were to pass the night,
and there was no need to press on. Sarnac was
lazy; he confessed to a desire for sleep; in the night
he had been feverish and disturbed by dreams of
men entombed in tunnels and killed by poison-gas.
The others were amused that anyone should want
to sleep in the daylight, but Sunray said she would
watch over him. She found a place for him on the
sward, and Sarnac laid down beside her and went
to sleep with his cheek against her side as suddenly
end trustfully as a child goes to sleep. She sat up
—as a child’s nurse might do—enjoining silence on
the others by gestures.

“After this he will be well again,” laughed Radiant, and he and Firefly stole off in one direction,
while Willow and Starlight went off in another to
climb a rocky headland near at hand, from which
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