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THE HISTORY OF



of her, and to discourse with the All-knowing Head, concerning their parents.

After dinner, the lady Clerimond took them by the hand, and led them to the chamber of varieties, where the Head was placed between four pillars of pure jasper; when, as they entered, it made the following speech to Valentine:

"Thou famous Knight of Royal extract, are called Valentine the Valiant, who of right ought to marry the Lady Clerimond. Thou art son to the Emperor of Greece, and the Empress Bellisant, who is now in the castle of Feragus in Portugal, where she has resided for twenty years. King Pepin is thine uncle, and the Wild Man thy brother; the Empress Bellisant brought you two forth in the forest of Orleans; he was taken away by a ravenous bear, and thou wast taken up by thine uncle Pepin, who brought thee up to man's estate.--Moreover, I likewise tell thee, that thy brother shall never speak until thou cuttest the thread that groweth under his tongue."

The Brazen Head having ended his speech, Valentine embraced Orson, and cut the thread which grew under his tongue; when he directly related many surprising things.

After which Valentine married the Lady Clerimond, but not before she has turned a Christian.

In this castle there lived a dwarf, named Pacolet, who was an enchanter; and by his art had contrived a horse of wood, and in the forehead a fixed pin, by turning of which he could convey himself to the farthest part of the world.

This enchanter flies to Portugal, and informed Feragus of his sister's nuptials, and of her turning Christian, which so enraged him, that he swore by Mahomet he would make her rue it; and therefore
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