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Commenting on what Dr. Hill shared with him following the May 3 call and May 13 meeting, Mr. Kent said he understood President Trump's discussions about Ukraine with President Putin and Prime Minister Orban "as being similar in tone and approach." He explained that "both leaders" had "extensively talked Ukraine down, said it was corrupt, said Zelensky was in the thrall of oligarchs" the effect of which was "negatively shaping a picture of Ukraine, and even President Zelensky personally.197 The veteran State Department diplomat concluded, "[T]hose two world leaders [Putin and Orban], along with former Mayor Giuliani, their communications with President Trump shaped the President's view of Ukraine and Zelensky, and would account for the change from a very positive first call on April 21 to his negative assessment of Ukraine."198



President Trump Instructs Vice President Pence Not to Attend President Zelensky's Inauguration




On Monday, May 13, at approximately 11:00 a.m. Eastern Time, Ms. Williams received a call from an assistant to the Vice President's Chief of Staff.199 President Trump, the assistant relayed, had "decided that the Vice President would not attend the inauguration in Ukraine," despite the fact that Vice President Pence previously had accepted the invitation.200 Ms. Williams was never given a reason for the change in President Trump's decision.201

Mr. Holmes later testified that:

{{quote|[The U.S. Embassy in Kyiv had] gone back and forth with NSC staff about proposing a list of potential members of the delegation. It was initially quite a long list. We had asked who would be the senior [U.S.] member of that delegation. We were told that Vice President Pence was likely to be that senior member, it was not yet fully agreed to. And so we were anticipating that to be the case. And then the Giuliani event happened, and then we heard that he was not going to play that role.202

Asked to clarify what he meant by "the Giuliani event," Mr. Holmes replied, "the interview basically saying that he had planned to travel to Ukraine, but he canceled his trip because there were, quote, unquote, enemies of the U.S. President in Zelensky's orbit."203

One of the individuals around President-elect Zelensky whom Mr. Giuliani publicly criticized was the oligarch Mr. Kolomoisky, who had refused to set up a meeting between Mr. Giuliani and President Zelensky. On May 18, Mr. Giuliani complained on Twitter that the oligarch "returned from a long exile and immediately threatened and defamed two Americans, Lev Parnas and Igor Fruman. They are my clients and I have advised them to press charges. 204


Mr. Kolomoisky responded to Mr. Giuliani in a televised interview and declared, "Look,there is Giuliani, and two clowns, Lev Parnas and Igor Fruman, who were engaging in nonsense. They are Giuliani's clients." He added: "They came here and told us that they would organize a meeting with Zelensky. They allegedly struck a deal with [Prosecutor-General Yuriy] Lutsenko about the fate of this criminal case-Burisma, [former Vice President] Biden, meddling in the U.S. election and so on."205 He warned that a "big scandal may break out, and not only in
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