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me. A thousand fond kisses for you, for our dear children.

Tell me all about them.



Alfred.




 


Wednesday, 8 May, 1895.





My dear Lucie:




Though I cannot send this letter before the 18th,
I begin it to-day, so much do I feel the unconquerable
need of talking with you.

It seems to me when I write to you that the distance
is lessened. I see before me your beloved face and I
feel that you are near me. It is a weakness. I know it;
for in spite of myself the echo of my sufferings shows
itself sometimes in my letters, and your sufferings are
great enough without my continuing to tell you of mine.
But I should like to see in my place the philosophers
and psychologists who sit tranquilly in their chimney
corners, offering their opinions upon the calmness and
the serenity which should be shown by an innocent man.

A profound silence reigns around me, interrupted
only by the roaring of the sea; and my thoughts, crossing
the distance which separates us, carry me to your
midst, among all those who are dear to me, whose
thoughts must of a truth be often turned toward me.
Often I ask at such an hour, "What is my dear Lucie doing?"
and I send you by my thoughts the echo of my immense
affection. Then I close my eyes, and it seems to
me that I see your face and the faces of my dear children.
I am still without letters from you, with the exception
of those of the 16th and 17th of February, still
addressed to the Ile de Ré. For three months now I
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