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16 June, 1895, Sunday.




I continue my letter, always to the same end. Then,
too, it is a happy moment for me when I come to talk
with you; not that I have anything of interest to tell
you, since I am living alone with my thoughts, but because,
then, I feel that I am near to you. I can only tell
you my thoughts just as they present themselves to me.

To-day a more peculiarly intimate sadness invades
my soul, because on this day, Sunday, we used to be together
all day and we used to end it with your dear
parents. But my heart, my conscience, and my reason,
too, tell me that these happy days will return to us. I
cannot admit that an innocent man can be left to expiate
indefinitely, for a guilty wretch, a crime as abominable
as it is odious; and then, to sum it up in one word, what
must give you, as it gives me, unconquerable energy,
is the thought of our children, as I have already told
you before, for ideas which emanate from such a subject
must, from their nature, repeat themselves. We must
have our honor, and we have not the right to be weak;
without it, it would be better to see our children die.

As for our sufferings, we all suffer alike. Do you
think that I do not feel what you suffer—you, who are
struck doubly, in your honor and in your love? Do you
believe that I do not feel how your parents suffer, your
brothers and your sisters, for whom honor is not an
empty word? But I hope that our anguish is to have
an end, and that that end is near. Until that day we
must guard all our courage, all our energy.

Thank Mathieu for those few words he wrote to me.
How the poor boy must suffer; he who is honor incarnate!
But tell him that I am with him in thought—that
our two hearts suffer together. There are moments
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