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when I think that I am the plaything of a horrible nightmare;
that all this is unreal; that it is only a bad dream;
but it is, alas! the truth. But for the moment we ought
to put aside every weakening thought. We ought to fix
our eyes upon one single object: our honor. When that
is returned to me, and when I know the meaning of what
is now for me an unsolvable problem, perhaps I shall
understand this enigma which baffles my reason, which
leaves my brain panting.

I will wait, then, for that moment, sure that it will
come. I wish for us all that it may come soon; I even
hope it, so immovable is my faith in justice. Mystery
has no place in our century. Everything is brought to
light, and must be brought to light.

My Sunday has seemed less long to me, my dear
Lucie, because in this way I have been able to talk with
you. As for our children, I have no advice to give you.
I know you; our ideas on this subject are alike, both in
regard to their bringing up and in regard to their education.
Courage always, dear Lucie, and a thousand
kisses. Do not forget that I am answering letters dated
three months ago, and that my replies may therefore
seem out of date to you.



Alfred.




 


Friday, 21 June. 1895.





Dear Lucie:




I will continue our conversation, since it is now the
only ray of happiness that we can enjoy. It is probable,
and I hope it, that these reflections have nothing in common
with the present state of affairs. Between the time
when you will receive this letter and the date on which
you wrote yours, there will be an interval of more than
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