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Here are touching passages from his letter of December
26. After telling his "chère et bonne Lucie"—he
almost invariably addresses her thus—that, with
the exception of the telegram, to which he at once replied,
he had not heard from her for two months until
he got a letter a few days ago, he went on to explain that
if he had for a moment closed his correspondence, this
was because he was awaiting the reply to his petition for
the revision of his judgment, and should only have repeated
himself:

"If my voice had ceased to make itself heard, this
would have been because it had forever died away.
If I have lived, it has been for my honor, which is
my property and the patrimony of our children; it
has been for my duty, which I have done everywhere
and always; and as it must ever be accomplished when
a man has right and justice on his side, without fear of
anything or of anybody. When one has behind one a
past devoted to duty, a life devoted to honor, when one
has never known but one language, that of truth, one
is strong, I assure you, and atrocious though fate may
have been, one must have a soul lofty enough to dominate
it until it bows before one. Let us, therefore, await
with confidence the decision of the Supreme Court, as
we await with confidence the decision of the new judges
before whom this decision will send me. At the same
time as your letter I have received a copy of the petition
for revision, and of the decree of the Court of Cassation,
declaring it acceptable. I read with wonderful emotion
the terms of your petition, in which you expressed admirably,
as I had already done in mine, the feelings by
which I am animated in asking that an end shall be put
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