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to the punishment of an innocent man—I may add to
that, of a noble woman, of her children, of two families,
of an innocent man who had always been a loyal soldier,
who has not ceased, even in the midst of the horrible sufferings
of unmerited chastisement, to declare his love
for his native land."


 

Always confident in the eventual result, Dreyfus
wrote on February 8, 1899:

"Although I think, as I told you, that the end of our
horrible martyrdom is nigh, what does it matter if there
is a little delay? The object is everything, and until the
day when I can clasp you in my arms I would have you
know my thoughts, which never leave you, which have
watched night and day over you and our children. Besides,
the letter which I wrote to you on December 26 or
27 was too deep, too adequate an expression of my
thoughts, of my invincible will, and of my feelings, for
me to add a single word to it."


 

Pending the receipt of the news of his rehabilitation,
he sends his love to all their relatives. The latest letter,
dated February 25, runs thus:



"My dear and good Lucie:




"A few lines, as I can only repeat myself, that you may
still hear the same words of firmness and dignity until
the day when I am informed of the end of this terrible
judicial drama. I can well imagine, as you tell me so
yourself, what joy you feel in reading my letters. I am
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