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A historical background
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that undoes many of the provisions that stop others from using work.
Many aspects of Creative Commons licensing seem unproblematic if
access to research is monetarily free. For instance, if work is freely
available, it makes sense to allow others to redistribute it at will. Few
also seem to have a problem with the insistence in almost all CC
licenses on the necessity for attribution of the original author.
However, as will be seen, it is the modiﬁcation/derivatives clauses
that have aggravated certain parties. Opponents of open licensing
fear reputational damage, which is the core currency for academics,
and the erosion of academic citation norms, let alone the potential
economic consequences for publishers. Yet the core questions that
I will address later are, from the advocate’s perspective, whether the
time-limited copyright monopoly, when free of ﬁnancial gain, was
ever intended to be used to protect the integrity of work.



Convergences

It is at the convergence point of these two narratives – problems of
supply-/demand-side economics and the birth of the free culture
movement (but certainly others, also) – that open access emerges.
Open access was deﬁned in three inﬂuential documents written
around the turn of the millennium: the Budapest Open Access
Initiative (2002), the Bethesda Statement on Open Access Publishing
(2003) and the Berlin Declaration on Open Access to Knowledge in
the Sciences and the Humanities (2003). Peter Suber refers to these
documents collectively as the ‘BBB deﬁnition of OA’.47 All three of
these deﬁnitions outline the need for ‘user’ freedom beyond simply
being able to read (i.e. they specify the lowering of permission
barriers) but all three also speciﬁcally enshrine attribution of the
author at the heart of their principles.

Over the last decade, OA has grown exponentially. Open Journal
Systems, the free software project started by John Willinsky that
provides the software needed to set up an OA academic journal, has
clocked up over 11,000 worldwide installs. Various institutional,
funder and national-level mandates have also been put into effect.48
There have been legislative hearings in the UK, the States and
elsewhere on open access. There are current panels around the world
trying to ascertain strategies for OA monographs and projects
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