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Introduction, or why open access?



in the humanities. In terms of formality, the already-mentioned
Peter Suber, a philosopher specialising in law, epistemology and
ethics, was a principal drafter of the Budapest Open Access Initiative
statement (the ﬁrst formal statement on OA). Likewise, Jean-Claude
Guédon, a professor of comparative literature at the University of
Montreal, joined Suber in signing one of the other crucial formative
documents of the Open Access movement, the 2003 Bethesda Statement on Open Access Publishing.49 In this way, those working in
the humanities were represented, even if under-represented, at the
birth of the OA movement. That this representation of the humanities disciplines was proportionately minimal can be accounted for
through two potential explanations: (1) that humanities disciplines
are so distant from the sciences in the way in which they communicate research as to obviate the need for, or possibility of, open access –
a line taken by some sceptics; or (2) that those working in the
humanities have been less engaged in a critique of their own publication practices than the sciences and simply lag behind – the
advocates’ stance. These are, of course, merely the most extreme
poles. In reality, responses sit on a spectrum between these points.

Even if the majority were not part of these formal histories, however, this does not mean that people working in the humanities have not, in smaller clusters, just ‘done’ open access. In fact, excluding publisher-initiated moves, for those academics who opt for a Do It Yourself approach to starting new digital initiatives and journals, open access seems to be the default. Take, for the basis of an utterly non-systematic and far-from-inclusive survey, 19: Interdisciplinary Studies in the Long Nineteenth Century, an OA journal running since 2005; the NINES (Networked Infrastructure for Nineteenth-Century Electronic Scholarship) system; the Journal of Ethics & Social Philosophy (since 2005); Gamut: Online Journal of the Music Theory Society of the Mid-Atlantic (since 2008); Foucault Studies (since 2004); Culture Machine (since 1999) and other Open Humanities Press journals and books; Digital Humanities Quarterly (since 2007); Journal of Neo-Victorian Studies (since 2008); Open Book Publishers (since 2008, an open-access book publisher founded by scholars at Clare Hall and Trinity College, Cambridge); Punctum Books (since 2011, another scholar-led book project founded by Eileen Joy and Nicola Masciandaro); the list goes on. While such efforts are clearly
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