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Introduction, or why open access?



of individualist contemporary systems of motivation and career
accreditation and is enshrined in the legal and academic enforcement
systems surrounding plagiarism (see Chapter 3 for more on this).57

The ﬁnal of these points, of veriﬁcation, is the most important. In
order to check the truth of a particular piece of work, when it is built
on the foundation of others, one must be able to go back to appraise
the current use of existing academic source material. As Anthony
Grafton has put it in his history of the footnote, ‘the culturally
contingent and eminently fallible footnote offers the only guarantee
we have that statements about the past derive from identiﬁable
sources. And that is the only ground we have to trust them.’58
Without such an ability, one must simply place faith in the author
not to have misrepresented, misattributed, misread or even misunderstood the piece that he or she is citing. With the best generosity in
the world towards the character of fellow scholars, it is simply
uncritical not to follow such practice in checking the assertions of
others.

There are undoubtedly other areas of practice, but these seem to
constitute at least some of the essence, and use values, of research in
the humanities. Some of these are directly shared with the sciences.
Of course, it is also clear that research in the humanities may not be
purely ‘used’ in a practical sense and frequently exists to inform
without a clear applicable use, at least in the sense of a market
economy. However, within the spheres where use can be identiﬁed,
it is important to consider how open access impinges upon each of
these areas.

Taking these four points as a starting guide, it becomes possible to
identify some of the ways in which open access interacts with
research principles in the humanities. The ﬁrst three of these
notions – reporting upon preceding literature; refuting existing work;
and crediting the preceding work and author(s) with novelty and
value or discrediting through dissent – remain relatively unchanged
in an open-access environment, although it is worth noting that
various studies show that OA papers may be more widely cited,
thus enhancing the citation map.59 It may also be easier for researchers to undertake these activities (reporting on preceding literature
etc.) if they have immediate, online, free access to work. In terms of
value and credit, it is also important to remember that just because
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