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Introduction, or why open access?





To that end, the next section of this chapter turns towards the
reasons for dissent, especially in the humanities.



why not open access?

I have taken pains over the course of this chapter, and the rest of this
book, to indicate that there is not a complete consensus on open
access in the humanities. Indeed, there are prominent disagreements
between members of different communities that are often heated.
In this section I set out some of the more pronounced objections
and weigh up the arguments. For pragmatic reasons, the scheme that
I will follow in this discussion of dissenting voices will broadly be
structured by stakeholder, divided into academics; commercial publishers; learned society and university press publishers; and dissenting
librarians. In reality, such a division is artiﬁcial, of course, and there
are clear overlaps between the groups. Broadly speaking, however,
this division facilitates a sketch of the variety of motivations and
rationales for dissent. I will cover the range of objections brieﬂy and
in outline here, with more concerted readings presented at relevant
points throughout this volume.



Academics’ oppositions to open access

As in every other stakeholder group, and as has already been seen,
there are a number of academics in the humanities who totally
support OA, even in its most liberal forms. There are also, however,
two dissenting camps. The ﬁrst group of academic dissenters support
the principles of OA but object to the speciﬁc implementations that
have been proposed, including concerns for the continued viability
of humanities’ academic research labour as an activity. Those in this
group might support only the green route, for example, or require
more restrictive licensing. The second group object to the principle
of open access in its entirety.

The latter standpoint – a seemingly complete objection to open
access – was most explicitly set out in recent times by Robin
Osborne, a Cambridge-based Professor of Ancient History, who
argued that:
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