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A BALLAD OF BURDENS.
145



The burden of sweet speeches. Nay, kneel down,

Cover thy head, and weep; for verily

These market-men that buy thy white and brown

In the last days shall take no thought for thee.

In the last days like earth thy face shall be,

Yea, like sea-marsh made thick with brine and mire,

Sad with sick leavings of the sterile sea.

This is the end of every man's desire.



The burden of long living. Thou shalt fear

Waking, and sleeping mourn upon thy bed;

And say at night "Would God the day were here,"

And say at dawn "Would God the day were dead."

With weary days thou shalt be clothed and fed,

And wear remorse of heart for thine attire,

Pain for thy girdle and sorrow upon thine head;

This is the end of every man's desire.



The burden of bright colours. Thou shalt see

Gold tarnished, and the grey above the green;

And as the thing thou seest thy face shall be,

And no more as the thing beforetime seen.

And thou shalt say of mercy "It hath been,"

And living, watch the old lips and loves expire,

And talking, tears shall take thy breath between;

This is the end of every man's desire.



The burden of sad sayings. In that day

Thou shalt tell all thy days and hours, and tell
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