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The Green Bag

report contended that these subjects
were political rather than legal and were
not within the purposes of the Associa
tion. The minority report, on the other
hand, strongly supported these policies.
The majority report was approved.
The Association clearly showed itself
in doubt as to the need of a proposed
Legislative Committee. The proposal
that such a committee be appointed
was sent to the Committee on Law
Reform. The idea of the proponent,
Edwin M. Abbott of Philadelphia, was
that such a committee would be of
value in presenting acts recommended
by the Association. Alexander Simp
son, Jr., said that a similar proposal,
made about ten years ago, was voted
down by the Association on the ground
that the work of such a committee
would have the semblance of a lobby.
An attempt to modify the policy of
the Association slightly, so that matters
of partisan politics directly affecting
the profession might be debated at the
meetings, met with failure. It was
proposed to amend the by-laws by
substituting for the words "nor shall
it take any partisan political action,"
the following: "but unless the matter
be of special or peculiar interest to
lawyers in their professional capacity,
it, the Association, shall not consider or
pass upon anything then the subject
of political or factional controversy, or
any other public or private matter."
The suggested new language would, if
adopted, have permitted the Associa
tion to consider political matters which
were of special or peculiar interest to
lawyers in their professional capacity.
A local government question gave
rise to some perplexity, and the outcome
was not such as to express unqualified
confidence in the soundness of the plan
proposed by the Special Committee
on Reform in Township Law. This

committee recommended a proposed act
by which the powers of townships would
be vested in a board of three super
visors, upon whom would be conferred
the power to lay out roads, now vested
in the Court of Quarter Sessions, to
pass ordinances, regulate markets, es
tablish a police and transact other
local business subject to the general
supervision of a town meeting of the
electors. The proposed act greatly in
creases the powers of townships, and
introduces a system somewhat analogous
to that of the New England town meet
ing. Among other things, the act pro
vides that an ordinance passed by the
supervisors shall be subject to rejection
or ratification by the town meeting.
Criticism of this plan was based on the
feeling that such a direct transplanting
of the New England system was not
necessary, that the town meeting might
not be adapted to the more populous
townships, and that while the powers
of the townships of the second class
might well be enlarged it was question
able whether by the contemplated
abolition of the distinction between
first and second classes the townships
would not be given too much power.
As a result the subject was referred for
further consideration to a special com
mittee to be appointed by the incoming
President.
The following officers were elected:
President, Hampton L. Carson, Phila
delphia; vice-presidents, William D.
Porter, Allegheny; James S. Moorehead,
Westmoreland; Charles I. Landis, Lan
caster; Isaac E. Hiester, Berks; William
E. Rice, Warren; secretary, William
H. Staake, Philadelphia; treasurer,
Samuel E. Bashore, Cumberland.
The new President elected, Hon.
Hampton L. Carson, former AttorneyGeneral of Pennsylvania, and author
of the monumental and scholarly "His-










[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:The_Green_Bag_(1889–1914),_Volume_25.pdf/353&oldid=9300955"


		Category: 	Not proofread




	





	Navigation menu

	
		

	
		Personal tools
	

	
		
			Not logged in
	Talk
	Contributions
	Create account
	Log in


		
	



		
			

	
		Namespaces
	

	
		
			Previous page
	Next page
	Page
	Discussion
	Image
	Index


		
	



			

	
	
		English
	
	
		
		

		
	



		

		
			

	
		Views
	

	
		
			Read
	Edit
	View history


		
	



			

	
	
		More
	
	
		
		

		
	



			

	Search

	
		
			
			
			
			
		

	




		

	

	

	
		
	

	

	
		Navigation
	

	
		
			Main Page
	Community portal
	Central discussion
	Recent changes
	Subject index
	Authors
	Random work
	Random author
	Random transcription
	Help
	Donate


		
	



	

	
		
	

	
		
		

		
	




	
		Tools
	

	
		
			What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page
	Get shortened URL
	Download QR code


		
	




	
		Print/export
	

	
		
			Printable version
	Download EPUB
	Download MOBI
	Download PDF
	Other formats


		
	



	

	
		In other languages
	

	
		
		

		

	










		 This page was last edited on 30 May 2019, at 05:16.
	Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply.  By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.




		Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Mobile view



		[image: Wikimedia Foundation]
	[image: Powered by MediaWiki]






