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THE MYSTERY OF THE BLUE TRAIN



ultory conversation with Ruth, the kind of talk peculiar to those seeing other people off by train.

Presently, as whistles blew, he glanced at his watch.

"I had best be clearing out of here. Good-bye, my
dear. Don’t worry, I will attend to things."

"Oh, father!"

He turned back sharply. There had been something
in Ruth's voice, something so entirely foreign to her
usual manner, that he was startled. It was almost a cry
of despair. She had made an Impulsive movement towards him, but in another minute she was mistress of herself once more.

"Till next month," she said cheerfully.

Two minutes later the train started.

Ruth sat very still, biting her under lip and trying
hard to keep the unaccustomed tears from her eyes.
She felt a sudden sense of horrible desolation. There
was a wild longing upon her to jump out of the train
and to go back before it was too late. She, so calm,
so self-assured, for the first time in her life felt like a
leaf swept by the wind. If her father knew—what would
he say?

Madness! Yes, just that, madness! For the first time
in her life she was swept away by emotion, swept away
to the point of doing a thing which even she knew to be
incredibly foolish and reckless. She was enough Van
Aldin’s daughter to realize her own folly, and level
headed enough to condemn her own action. But she
was his daughter in another sense also. She had that
same iron determination that would have what it
wanted, and once it had made up its mind would not be
balked. From her cradle she had been self-willed; the
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