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very circumstances of her life had developed that self-will in her. It drove her now remorselessly. Well, the die was cast. She must go through with it now.

She looked up, and her eyes met those of the woman
sitting opposite. She had a sudden fancy that in some
way this other woman had read her mind. She saw in
those grey eyes understanding and—yes—compassion.

It was only a fleeting impression. The faces of both
women hardened to well-bred impassiveness. Mrs. Kettering took up a magazine, and Katherine Grey looked out of the window and watched a seemingly endless vista of depressing streets and suburban houses.

Ruth found an increasing difficulty in fixing her
mind on the printed page in front of her. In spite of
herself, a thousand apprehensions preyed on her mind.
What a fool she had been! What a fool she was! Like
all cool and self-sufficient people, when she did lose her
self-control she lost it thoroughly. It was too late
. . . .
Was it too late? Oh, for some one to speak to, for some
one to advise her. She had never before had such a wish;
she would have scorned the idea of relying on any judgment other than her own, but now—what was the matter with her? Panic. Yes, that would describe it
best—panic. She, Ruth Kettering, was completely and
utterly panic stricken.

She stole a covert glance at the figure opposite. If
only she knew some one like that, some nice, cool, calm,
sympathetic creature. That was the sort of person one
could talk to. But you can’t, of course, confide in a
stranger. And Ruth smiled to herself a little at the idea.
She picked up the magazine again. Really she must
control herself. After all, she had thought all this out.
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