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THE NEW NEGRO





the colonies and the natives in the protectorates were threatened
with loss of land, given almost no education and left to the
mercy of a white colonial staff whose chief duty gradually came
to be the encouragement of profitable industry for the great
companies. These companies were represented in the governing councils, they influenced appointments at home and especially they spread in England a carefully prepared propaganda
which represented the educated "nigger" as a bumptious, unreasoning fool in a silk hat, while the untutored and unspoiled
native under white control was nature's original nobleman.
Also they suggested that this "white" control must not admit
too many visionaries and idealists.

This policy has not been altogether successful, for the educated Negro is appealing to English democracy and the native
is beginning to seek educated black leadership. After many vicissitudes, in 1920 a Congress of West Africa was assembled on the Gold Coast, and from this a delegation was sent to London "to lay before His Majesty the King in Council through the colonial ministry certain grievances.” This was an epoch-making effort and, as was natural, the Colonial Office, where imperial industry is entrenched, refused to recognize the delegation, claiming that they did not really represent black West Africa. Nevertheless, through the League of Nations Union and the public press this delegation succeeded in putting its case before the world. They described themselves as “of that particular class of peaceful citizens who, apprehensive of the culminating danger resulting from the present political unrest in West Africa—an unrest which is silently moving throughout the length and breadth of that continent—and also appreciating the fact that the present system of administration will inevitably lead to a serious deadlock between the 'Government and the Governed,' decided to set themselves to the task of ameliorating this pending disaster by putting forward constitutionally a program, the carrying of which into operation will alleviate all pains and misgivings.”

The final resolutions of the Congress said, "that in the opinion of this Conference the time has arrived for a change in the Constitution of several British West African colonies, so
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