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THE VOW OF THE PEACOCK.









They soothed her with music, the soft and the deep,

That whispered the winds, and the waves were asleep. 

    Such music, hope brings from the future to still

Humanity vexed with the presence of ill.



    The past! ah, we owe it a tenderer debt,

Heaven's own sweetest mercy is not to forget;

Its influence softens the present, and flings

A grace, like the ivy, wherever it clings.

Sad thoughts are its ministers—angels that keep

Their beauty to hallow the sorrows they weep.

The wrong, that seemed harsh to our earlier mood,

By long years with somewhat of love is subdued;—

The grief, that at first had no hope in its gloom,

Ah, flowers have at length sprung up over the tomb.

The heart hath its twilight, which softens the scene,

While memory recalls where the lovely hath been.
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