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It builds up the ruin, restores the grey tower,

Till there looks the beauty still from her bower.

It leans o'er the fountain, and calls from the wave

The naiad that dwelt with her lute in the cave;—

It bends by the red rose, and thinketh old songs:—

That leaf to the heart of the lover belongs.

It clothes the grey tree with the green of its spring,

And brings back the music the lark used to sing.

But spirits yet dearer attend on the past,

When alone, 'mid the shadows the dim hearth has cast;

Then feelings come back, that had long lost their tone,

And echo the music that once was their own.

Then friends, whose sweet friendship the world could divide,

Come back with kind greetings, and cling to our side.

The book which we loved when our young love was strong;—
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