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LEANDER AND HERO.









She paused—then gazed on one pale star above,

Poured to her lute the burning words of love!

Leander heard his name! How more than sweet

That moment, as he knelt at Hero's feet,

Breathing his passion in each thrilling word,

Only by lovers said, by lovers heard.

    That night they parted—but they met again;

The blue sea rolled between them—but in vain!

Leander had no fear—he cleft the wave—

What is the peril fond hearts will not brave!

Delicious were their moonlight wanderings,

Delicious were the kind and gentle things

Each to the other breathed; a starry sky,

Music and flowers,—this is love's luxury:

The measure of its happiness is full,

When all round shares its own enchanted lull.
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