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There were sweet birds to count the hours, and roses,

Like those which on a blushing cheek reposes;

Violets fresh as violets could be;

Stars overhead, with each a history

Of love told by its light; and waving trees,

And perfumed breathings upon every breeze:

These were beside them when they met. And day,

Though each was from the other far away,

Had still its pleasant memories; they might

Think what they had forgotten the last night,

And make the tender thing they had to say

More warm and welcome from its short delay.

And then their love was secret,—oh, it is

Most exquisite to have a fount of bliss

Sacred to us alone, no other eye

Conscious of our enchanted mystery,
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