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ON THE NIBELUNGEN LIED.
xix


von Roen is understood to have passed the whole “Heldenbuch”
through his limbec, in the fifteenth century; but like other
rectifiers, instead of purifying it, to have only drugged it with still
fiercer ingredients to suit the sick appetite of the time.

Of this drugged and adulterated “Hero-book” (the only one
we yet have, though there is talk of a better) we shall quote the
long Title-page of Lessing’s Copy, the edition of 1560; from which,
with a few intercalated observations, the reader’s curiosity may
probably obtain what little satisfaction it wants:

Das Heldenbuch, welchs auffs new corrigirt und gebessert ist,
mit shönen Figuren geziert. Gedrückt zu Frankfurt am Mayn,
durch Weygand Han und Sygmund Feyerabend, etc. That is
to say:

“The ‘Hero-book,’ which is of new corrected and improved,
adorned with beautiful Figures. Printed at Frankfurt on the
Mayn, through Weygand Han and Sygmund Feyerabend.

“Part First saith of Kaiser Ottnit and the little King Elberich,
how they with great peril, over sea, in Heathendom, won from
a king his daughter (and how he in lawful marriage took her to
wife).”

From which announcement the reader already guesses the
contents: how this little King Elberich was a Dwarf or Elf,
some half-span long, yet full of cunning practices, and the most
helpful activity; nay, stranger still, had been Kaiser Ottnit of
Lampartei or Lombardy’s father,—having had his own ulterior
views in that indiscretion. How they sailed with Messina ships,
into Paynim land; fought with that unspeakable Turk, King
Machabol, in and about his fortress and metropolis of Montebur,
which was all stuck round with christian heads; slew from seventy
to a hundred thousand of the Infidels at one heat; saw the lady
on the battlements; and at length, chiefly by Dwarf Elberich’s
help, carried her off in triumph; wedded her in Messina; and
without difficulty, rooting out the Mahometan prejudice, 
converted her to the creed of Mother Church. The fair runaway
seems to have been of a gentle tractable disposition, very different
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