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THOMAS CARLYLE



Germans. Of this Siegfried we have already seen somewhat in
the Rose-garden at Worms; and shall ere long see much more
elsewhere; for he is the chief hero of the “Nibelungen”: indeed
nowhere can we dip into those old Fictions, whether in 
Scandinavia or the Rhine-land, but under one figure or another,
whether as Dragon-killer and Prince-royal, or as Blacksmith and
Horse-subduer, as Sigurd, Sivrit, Siegfried, we are sure to light
on him. As his early adventures belong to the strange sort, and
will afterwards concern us not a little, we shall here endeavour to
piece together some consistent outline of them; so far indeed as
that may be possible; for his biographers, agreeing in the main
points, differ widely in the details.

First, then, let no one from the title Gehörnte (Horned, 
Behorned), fancy that our brave Siegfried, who was the loveliest as
well as the bravest of men, was actually cornuted, and had horns
on his brow, though like Michael Angelo’s Moses; or even that
his skin, to which the epithet Behorned refers, was hard like a
crocodile’s, and not softer than the softest shamoy: for the truth
is, his Hornedness means only an Invulnerability, like that of
Achilles; which he came by in the following manner. All men
agree that Siegfried was a king’s son; he was born, as we here
have good reason to know, “at Santen in Netherland,” of Siegemund 
and the fair Siegelinde; yet by some family misfortune or
discord, of which the accounts are very various, he came into
singular straits during boyhood; having passed that happy period
of life, not under the canopies of costly state, hut by the sooty
stithy, in one Mimer a Blacksmith’s shop. Here, however, he
was nowise in his proper element; ever quarrelling with his
fellow-apprentices; nay, as some say, breaking the hardest anvils
into shivers by his too stout hammering. So that Mimer, otherwise 
a first-rate Smith, could by no means do with him there.
He sends him, accordingly, to the neighbouring forest, to fetch
charcoal; well aware that a monstrous Dragon, one Regin, the
Smith’s own Brother, would meet him and devour him. But far
otherwise it proved; Siegfried by main force slew this Dragon, or
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