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rather Dragonized Smith’s-Brother; made broth of him; and,
warned by some significant phenomena, bathed therein; or, as
others assert, bathed directly in the monster's blood, without
cookery; and hereby attained that Invulnerability, complete in
all respects, save that between his shoulders, where a lime-tree
leaf chanced to settle and stick during the process, there was one
little spot, a fatal spot as afterwards turned out, left in its natural
state.

Siegfried, now seeing through the craft of the Smith, returned
home and slew him; then set forth in search of adventures, the
bare catalogue of which were long to recite. We mention only
two, as subsequently of moment both for him and for us. He is
by some said to have courted, and then jilted, the fair and proud
Queen Brunhild of Isenland; nay to have thrown down the seven
gates of her Castle; and then ridden off with her wild horse
Gana, having mounted him in the meadow, and instantly broken
him. Some cross passages between him and Queen Brunhild,
who understood no jesting, there must clearly have been, so
angry is her recognition of him in the “Nibelungen”; nay, she
bears a lasting grudge against him there; as he, and indeed she
also, one day too sorely felt.

His other grand adventure is with the two sons of the deceased
King Nibelung, in Nibelungen-land: these two youths, to whom
their father had bequeathed a Hoard or Treasure, beyond all
price or computation, Siegfried, “riding by alone,” found on the
side of a mountain, in a state of great perplexity. They had
brought out the Treasure from the cave where it usually lay; but
how to part it was the difficulty; for, not to speak of gold, there
were as many jewels alone “as twelve wagons in four days and
nights, each going three journeys, could carry away;” nay,
“however much you took from it, there was no diminution:”
besides, in real property, a Sword, Balmung, of great potency;
a Divining-rod, “which gave power over everyone;” and a
Tarnkappe (or Cloak of Darkness), which not only rendered the
wearer invisible, but also gave him twelve men’s strength. So
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