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xxviii
THOMAS CARLYLE



that the two Princes Royal, without counsel save from their
Twelve stupid Giants, knew not how to fall upon any amicable
arrangement; and, seeing Siegfried ride by so opportunely,
requested him to be arbiter; offering also the Sword Balmung
for his trouble. Siegfried, who readily undertook the impossible
problem, did his best to accomplish it; but, of course, without
effect; nay the two Nibelungen Princes, being of choleric temper,
grew impatient, and provoked him; whereupon, with the Sword
Balmung he slew them both, and their Twelve Giants (perhaps
originally Signs of the Zodiac} to boot. Thus did the famous
Nibelungen Hort (Hoard), and indeed the whole Nibelungenland, 
come into his possession: wearing the Sword Balmung,
and having slain the two Princes and their Champions, what
was there farther to oppose him? Vainly did the Dwarf Alberich,
our old friend Elberich of the “Heldenbuch,” who had now
become special keeper of this Hoard, attempt some resistance
with a Dwarf Army; he was driven back into the cave; plundered
of his Tarnkappe; and obliged, with all his myrmidons, to swear
fealty to the conqueror, whom indeed thenceforth he and they
punctually obeyed.

Whereby Siegfried might now farther style himself King of the
Nibelungen; master of the infinite Nibelungen Hoard (collected
doubtless by art-magic in the beginning of Time, in the deep
bowels of the Universe), with the Wünschelruthe (Wishing or
Divining-rod) pertaining thereto; owner of the Tarnkappe, which
he ever after kept by him, to put on at will; and though last not
least, Bearer and Wielder of the Sword Balmung,[1] by the keen


	↑ By this Sword Balmung also hangs a tale. Doubtless it was one of those
invaluable weapons sometimes fabricated by the old Northern Smiths, 
compared with which our modern Foxes and Ferraras and Toledos are mere
leaden tools. Von der Hagen seems to think it simply the Sword Mimung
under another name; in which case Siegfried’s old master, Mimer, had been
the maker of it, and called it after himself, as if it had been his son. In
Scandinavian chronicles, veridical or not, we have the following account of
that transaction. Mimer (or, as some have it, surely without ground, one
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